WEST HUNTSPILL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 9th March 2026 at 7:00 pm
Balliol Hall, Church Road, West Huntspill

Present:
Cllr Alan Higgs, Cllr Mark Saunders, Cllr John Wakefield
In Attendance:
Alex Harris (Clerk)
Members of the Public:
Dave Council and 3 members of the public
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from:
· Cllr R Shaw (holiday)
· Cllr A Clapp (holiday)
· Cllr J Wilks (sick)
Resolved: Apologies were accepted.
2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
None declared.
3. Approval of Minutes and Clerk’s Report
Minutes:
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th February 2026 were approved.
Clerk’s Report:
Resolved: The Clerk’s Report was approved.
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
There were no matters arising.
5. Public Participation
Members of the public raised concerns regarding:
· Swell Close parking issues, including:
· Ongoing parking congestion
· Difficulties arranging alternative parking provision
· Reports submitted to Planning Enforcement regarding possible breaches
· Concerns regarding obstruction caused by parking on roads
· Mention of travellers in the area
The Council noted the concerns.
6. Planning
No planning applications were considered.
7. Speed Indicator Devices (SID)
· It was noted that lamp post 3 has not yet been approved. Will submit another application.
· Action agreed to contact Somerset Highways (Stuart Nichols) regarding location opposite the speed camera
8. War Memorial Ground and Cricket Club
· Water leak identified:
· Agreed to proceed with spraying and weed control (50/50 cost with Cricket Club)
· Railway track:
· Ongoing monitoring
· Additional updates:
· Railway acknowledged responsibility for leak contributing to water loss
· Padlock on gate to be changed (same code retained)
9. Ilex Park
· Reduced plum trees to improve health
· Clerk authorised to arrange payment of the invoice
10. Swell Close Parking
· Matter discussed under Public Participation
· Ongoing monitoring required
11. Common, Trees, Footpaths and Green Areas
· Planters discussed:
· Advert discussed to find volunteers to plant and maintain planters
13. Village and Neighbourhood Plan
· Lisa Rasch to attend next meeting to provide updates
14. Highways and Local Community Network (LCN)
· Clerk to circulate LCN information to members
15. Parish Projects
· Clean Sweep (28th March 2026):
· Scheduled for 10:00–12:00
· Equipment (pickers and bags) arranged
· Art Trail:
· To be discussed further at next meeting
16. 5-Year Spending Plan (CIL)
· New map for the Common:
· Mock-up completed
· Awaiting final wording
· Time capsule:
· Agreed to remain in situ
· A-Frame signage:
· Ongoing design work
17. Area Reports
Alstone:
· Planning officer currently unavailable re Alstone development
Main Road:
· Noticeboard by Post Office and school – Cllr Wakefield and Mr Roper have keys
· New bike warning sign has been erected by Highways near The Orchard Inn
· White lining by school needs replenishing
Church Road:
· Potholes identified and marked for repair
· Parking concerns near the industrial estate were discussed
Withy Road / Ringstone:
· The white van has been removed
· White lining at the entrance to Ringstone is required
18. Finance
Resolved: The following payments were approved:
· Alex Harris – Clerk salary: £734.39
· Alex Harris – Office expenses: £65.96
· Scribe Accounts Package: £44.40
Receipts noted.
Resolved: Bank reconciliation approved.
· CIL balance noted: £29,861.67
Additional note:
· Land ownership query raised regarding Glebe land / old cricket field – Clerk to investigate via Land Registry.
19. Correspondence
No correspondence received.
20. Matters Raised by Councillors / Items for Next Agenda
None.
21. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 13th April 2026 – Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
22. Close of Meeting
The meeting closed at 8.15pm

