West Huntspill Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 11 February 2026 at 7.00 pm
Balliol Hall, Church Road, West Huntspill

Present: Cllr Wakefield (Chair), Cllr Clapp, Cllr Shaw & Cllr Saunders
County Councillor: Cllr Healey
Clerk: Mrs Alex Harris
Members of the public: Mr and Mrs Watson (Swell Close) and three residents from Ilex House. Ms Lisa Rasch (Neighbourhood Planning consultant) Ms Chloe Meredith (Alstone).

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Wilks and Cllr Higgs.
Cllr Roger Keen noted no apologies.
2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made.
3. Approval of Minutes and Clerk’s Report
Approval of Minutes – 12 January 2026: Proposed: Cllr Saunders &Seconded: Cllr Clapp- All agreed
Resolved: The minutes were approved.
Approval of Clerk’s Report: Proposed: Cllr Clapp & Seconded: Cllr Shaw
Resolved: The Clerk’s Report was approved.
4. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising not already included on the agenda.

5. Public Participation
Residents from Ilex House raised concerns regarding damage to vehicles at Swell Close.
Residents stated that:
· Several vehicles have been scratched or damaged.
· Some incidents may have occurred during recent roadworks when parking arrangements were disrupted.
· Bricks, notes and scratches had been reported on cars in the area.
· Police have been informed.
Residents of Swell Close asked whether yellow lines could be installed to reduce parking congestion.
It was also noted that some residents have begun installing doorbell cameras to monitor activity.
The council agreed the issue would remain an agenda item for monitoring.
6. Planning
Planning Application 52/26/00001
Applicant: Ms R Easterbrook
Location: 6 Greenwood Close, West Huntspill, Highbridge, Somerset
Proposal:
Proposed carport marginally exceeding permitted development floor area, including a 1.1m infill extension and alterations to the front door and garage openings.
Resolved:
The Parish Council had no objections or observations.

7. Speed Indicator Device (SID) Update
The SID installation was reported as having a positive impact on vehicle speeds.
It was noted that:
· Lamp post 3 requires a SID mounting location.
· Additional mounting points may be required in the future.
8. War Memorial Ground and Cricket Club

A water leak at the ground is currently being investigated. It has been reported to Wessex Water.
This issue will be monitored and further updates provided when available.
9. Ilex Park
Cllr Fiddes provided an update:
· Plum trees and bushes require maintenance.
· A GB Leisure inspection is scheduled for June.

10. Swell Close Parking
Concerns regarding parking and road markings were discussed.
It was agreed that the Clerk will email Cllr Mark Healey regarding the possibility of yellow lines at the junction.
11. Allotments
No issues were reported.
12. Common, Trees, Footpaths and Green Areas
· A stone path gate repair has been reported to Rights of Way
· Common looks good following boundary cut back.
13. Village and Neighbourhood Plan
Councillors discussed the potential development of a Neighbourhood Plan.
Points noted:
· The village currently has a Village Plan (2016).
· A Neighbourhood Plan could provide:
· Additional planning protection
· Support for heritage assets and protected areas
· Stronger influence over development decisions.
· Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding may be used to support the process.
· Grant funding may be available.

Further information will be gathered before progressing.

14. Highways and Local Community Network (LCN)
There were no updates.
It was noted Cllr John Wilks is unwell.

15. Parish Projects
Clean Sweep 2026: Scheduled for 28 March 2026.

Art Trail: Cllr Clapp reported:
· Space needs to be identified with the help of local artist Debbie Nuthall.
· A meeting will be held to discuss next steps.
· A map of high-traffic areas is being considered for artwork locations.

Common Map: A new map of the Common is planned for Spring 2026.

A-Frame Sign: Steve from Arien Signs could prepare draft drawings using the design form Shercraft.
The Clerk will discuss further development with Steve.

16. CIL Spending Plan
Councillors discussed potential uses of CIL funds, including:
· Footpath improvements
· Public area enhancements
· Community infrastructure

Further proposals will be brought to future meetings.

17. Updates on Issues and Developments
Alstone
Cllr Chloe Meredith provided an update regarding ongoing planning issues and heritage considerations in the Alstone area.

18. Finance
The following payments were approved:
	Payment
	Amount

	Clerk Salary – Mrs Alex Harris
	£734.39

	Clerk Expenses
	£65.96

	Scribe Accounting Package
	£44.40

	Somerset Council – Post installation of SID
	£600.00

	Somerset Council – Dog bin emptying
	£167.25

	Bus Shelter Cleaning – Mr David King
	£250.00



The bank reconciliation was noted.

19. Correspondence
Correspondence received was noted.
20. Matters Raised by Councillors / Items for Next Agenda
None.
21. Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on:
Monday 9 March 2026 -
Apologies in advance were noted from Richard Shaw for the March meeting.
