WEST HUNTSPILL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday, 10th November 2025 at 7.00 pm
At Balliol Hall, Church Road

Note: This meeting was not quorate. No formal decisions could be made. Discussion only.
Present:
Alex Harris (Clerk), Mark Saunders, Dave Counsell (HCC), Roger Flower (Railway Club), John Wakefield (Chair)
Apologies for Absence:
Ann Clapp, Roger Keen, Richard Shaw, Alan Higgs
1. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
None.
2. Approval of the Minutes and Clerk’s Report
Unable to approve as the meeting was not quorate. Minutes and Clerk’s Report noted only.
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
None.
4. Public Participation
Roger Flower (Railway Club):
- Nearly completed ground-level track work.
- Track to be laid on six concrete sleepers from the original Highbridge Railway track.
- Request to add 2–3 inches of concrete to stabilise the track (Needs further discussion)
 -Water leak still not resolved. Will arrange a site visit with Wessex Water.

Dave Council (HCC):
- 2x Quotes required for tarmac entrance.
- Brent Knoll supplier to provide a quotation and Mr. Reason
5. Planning
None.
6. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs)
- Batteries and mounts have arrived, Stuart Nicholls will collect shortly.
- Five approved sites: A38 (x3), Lamppost 4, Lamppost 84.
- Data collection ongoing—SIDs working well.
7. War Memorial Ground and Cricket Club
See Item 5 (public participation). No further updates.
8. Ilex Park and Ringstone (Plum Tree), Park Inspection (GB Leisure)
- Overgrown plum trees near 93 Ringstone; Plan to remove two trees with Mark Fiddess.
- Quote has been obtained from GB Leisure for annual inspection to replace to SPFA inspection.
9. Swell Close Parking
Site visit to be arranged involving Highways, Parish Council, and Swell Close residents.
10. Allotments
- Allotment agreement found but outdated, needs re-writing.
- Discussion regarding potential land purchase (£8,500 per acre average).
- Current annual rent to Mr. House (Michael) is £850.
- Clerk to write to Mr. House to discuss possible land purchase.
- Query raised on number of vacant plots.
11. Common, Trees, Footpaths and Green Areas
- Brambles on the Common: Mr. Duckett to clear.
- One small cherry tree has died near Mike Mullins’ house.
- Footpath by the entrance/kissing gate has Stony path is rotten.
12. Village and Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Wilks not present.
13. Highways and Local Community Network (LCN)
Cllr John Wilks – not present.
14. Parish Projects
Remembrance Sunday:
- All arrangements completed; event went well.

Christmas Carol Concert – 20th December 2025:
- Promotion via Huntspill News, website, Facebook, and roadside signs.
- John Wakefield to organise signage along A38 and Common.
- Song sheets: John Wakefield to order 50 copies.
- Help needed for marquee setup: Action: Saturday 20th December (AM).
- Christmas flag – 5x3 ft to be ordered.

Clean Sweep – March 2026:
- To be added to next agenda.

Move to Government Email Addresses / IT Policy:
- Clerk to liaise with Somerset Council.
15. 5-Year Spending Plan (Issued 2022/23) – CIL
- New map for the Common – ongoing.
- Bleed kit received – Alan Higgs to review and arrange installation at Crossways.
16. Updates on Issues and Developments
Alstone: None.
Main Road: None.
Church Road: None.
Withy Road / Ringstone: Van still present; taxed but not MOT’d – possible ongoing issue.
17. Finance
To note payments (discussion only):
- Mrs A. Harris – Clerk salary: £557.90
- Mrs A. Harris – Office expenses: £45.97
- Scribe Accounts – Monthly DD: £14.40
- Steve Chick – Grass areas INV0498: £610.00

Bank Balances:
- £40,562.28 – CIL account
- £31,661.18 – Main Account

Other Notes:
- Annual return on website.
- EDF: request for credit.
- £850 allotment rent received.

Corporate Credit Card:
- Agreed in principle (discussion only) with £500 limit.
18. Clerk’s Salary Review and Hours
Discussion held regarding NALC 2025/26 pay scales. Agreed in principle by A.H., J.W., J.O., and M.S. (To be ratified at next quorate meeting.)
19. Correspondence
None.
20. Matters Raised by Councillors / Items for Next Agenda
None.
21. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 8th December 2025 at 7.00 pm, Balliol Hall. Meeting closed at 7.55 pm.
